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What  are  the  main  questions  to  be  settled  by  the 
German  peace  treaty? 


Ruled  by  reactionary  forces  Germany  has  twice  been  the  starting 
point  of  disastrous  world  wars  in  the  past.  It  is  in  the  interests  of 
both  the  German  and  other  peoples  to  render  the  aggressive  forces 
in  Germany,  militarism  and  nazism,  permanently  incapable  of 
inflicting  harm  so  that  there  will  be  no  third  repetition  of  the  past. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  absence  of  a  peace  treaty  German  mili¬ 
tarism  has  re-established  itself  in  West  Germany.  The  West  German 
government  demands  the  revision  of  Germany’s  frontiers,  i.e.,  a 
revision  of  the  results  of  the  Second  World  War.  Thus,  a  dangerous 
centre  of  war  has  arisen  on  German  soil*  the  main  centre  of  war 
in  Europe.  This  is  a  fatal  danger  to  the  peoples  of  Europe  and, 
of  course,  to  the  Germans,  upon  whom  German  militarism  has 
repeatedly  brought  immeasurable  misery  and  sufferings. 

The  survivals  of  the  Second  World  War  still  existing  in  Ger¬ 
many  must  be  eliminated  in  the  interests  of  the  maintenance 
of  peace  through  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty.  The  principal 
survivals  are: 

—  the  activities  and  influence  of  former  active  nazis,  militarist 
and  revenge-seeking  forces  in  the  West  German  state  apparatus; 

—  the  absence  of  the  final  fixing  of  the  frontiers  whereby  revanch¬ 
ism  is  given  encouragement; 

—  the  existence  of  a  system  of  reserved  rights  of  the  western 
powers  in  West  Germany  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the 
aggressive  policy  of  West  German  imperialism; 

—  the  maintenance  of  an  occupation  regime  by  the  western  powers 
in  West  Berlin; 

—  the  use  of  the  GDR’s  communication  routes  to  West  Berlin  by 
the  western  powers  without  an  agreement  having  been  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  GDR. 

The  conclusion  of  a  German  peace  treaty  has  been  delayed 
for  much  too  long.  It  shall  not  only  close  the  final  chapter  Of  the 
Second  World  War,  but  also  ensure  future  peace  in  the  spirit  of 
the  allied  agreements  signed  in  1945. 

The  German  peace  treaty,  proposed  by  the  Soviet  Union  and 
supported  by  the  German  Democratic  Republic,  does  not  demand 
that  the  capitalist  order  be  eliminated  in  West  Germany  or  the 
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implementation  of  one-sided  measures  detrimental  to  individual 
states  or  groups  of  nations  interested  in  peace.  The  treaty  shall 
prevent  a  war  from  ever  again  starting  from  German  soil. 

Hence  the  most  important  task  of  the  peace  treaty  is  to  muzzle 
German  militarism.  The  peace  treaty  shall  help  to  render  harmless 
the  militarists  and  revanchists  who  are  already  exercising  a 
definite  influence  in  West  Germany  again,  and  it  shall  erect  a 
barrier  against  a  new  war  in  Europe.  The  safeguarding  of  peace 
in  Germany  thus  lies  in  the  interests  of  all  other  peoples,  too. 

The  People’s  Chamber  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  has 
made  the  following  proposals  for  a  German  peace  treaty  in  the 
German  Peace  Plan  in  order  to  attain  this  goal: 

The  two  German  states  pledge  themselves  not  to  threaten  to 
use  force  or  to  use  force  in  international  relations. 

The  two  German  states  advocate  the  establishment  of  a  militarily 
neutral  Germany.  They  renounce  the  armament  of  their  armed 
forces  with  atomic  weapons  and  support  general  and  complete 
disarmament. 

The  two  German  states  and  the  other  parties  to  the  peace  treaty 
confirm  and  guarantee  the  existing  German  frontiers. 

All  war  and  revanchist  propaganda  is  prohibited.  All  nazi, 
militarist  and  revanchist  organizations  and  associations  are  banned. 
Persons  who  have  committed  crimes  against  the  peace,  crimes 
against  humanity  and  war  crimes  may  not  occupy  leading  positions 
in  public  life. 

The  parties  to  the  peace  treaty  recognize  the  German  people’s 
full  sovereignty  and  their  right  to  self-determination. 

The  parties  to  the  peace  treaty  suppoi't  the  admission  of  both 
German  states  to  the  United  Nations. 

Both  German  states  are  guaranteed  full  freedom  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  their  peaceful  economies,  their  maritime  shipping  and 
their  admission  to  world  markets. 

In  the  face  of  the  danger  that  West  Berlin  could  become  a 
second  Sarajevo  it  is  necessary  that  the  peace  treaty  should 
determine  the  status  of  West  Berlin  as  a  demilitarized,  neutral 
Free  City.  Special  agreements  which  could  be  made  before  the 
conclusion  of  the  peace  treaty,  on  tbe  peaceful  settlement  of  the 
West  Berlin  problem,  and  agreed-upon  guarantees  must  become 
component  parts  of  the  peace  treaty  binding  upon  all  participants. 
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Why  is  the  conclusion  of  the  German  peace  treaty 
•  so  urgent? 


The  conclusion  of  the  German  peace  treaty  has  become  a  matter 
of  great  urgency  because  the  danger  of  a  war  caused  by  the  West 
German  militarists  and  revanchists  has  already  become  so  great 
that  an  atomic  world  war  could  be  unleashed  by  some  adventure 
initiated  by  Hitler’s  successors  in  West  Germany.  The  danger 
to  peace  brought  about  by  West  German  militarism  was  not  born 
today  or  yesterday.  It  matured  from  year  to  year  as  the  conclusion 
of  the  German  peace  treaty  was  delayed.  The  militarist  forces  in 
West  Germany  use  the  absence  of  a  peace  treaty  constantly  to 
increase  their  military  strength  and  to  aggravate  their  revanchist 
policies  and  the  poisoning  of  the  international  atmosphere. 
Historical  experiences  teach  that  the  militarist  aggressors  must 
be  checked  in  good  time.  Hence,  the  peace  treaty  should  be  con¬ 
cluded  as  quickly  as  possible.  If  the  western  powers  are  prepared 
to  enter  into  serious  negotiations  on  this  question  and  abandon 
the  dangerous  plans  to  equip  the  army  of  the  West  German 
militarists  with  atomic  weapons,  it  will  be  possible  to  come  to 
an  agreement  with  them  on  the  date  for  the  conclusion  of  a 
German  peace  treaty.  The  main  thing  is  their  willingness  to 
conclude  a  peace  treaty  and  eliminate  the  vestiges  of  the  Second 
World  War  which  are  creating  growing  dangers  to  peace. 

What  are  the  signs  of  the  danger  to  peace  arising  from  West 
German  militarism  today? 

The  Bonn  government  has  adopted  revanchism  as  its  official 
state  policy.  Currently  there  are  26  so-called  “Landsmannschaften” 
(Associations  of  Fellow  Countrymen)  in  West  Germany  and  50 
other  revenge-seeking  associations.  A  special  ministry,  the 
“Ministry  for  Questions  of  Expelled  Persons”,  has  been  created 
for  the  purpose  of  directing  these  revanchist  organizations.  The 
Bonn  government  thereby  has  a  ministry  the  task  of  which  is 
to  stir  up  annexationist,  revenge-seeking  demands  for  the  territories 
of  other  countries.  Cooperation  between  West  Germany’s  NATO 
army  and  the  revanchist  associations  is  growing  ever  closer.  War 
Minister  Strauss  supports  the  “Landsmannschaften”  in  the  setting 
up  of  para-military  groups.  Adenauer  and  other  government 
representatives  appear  ever  more  frequently  at  the  numerous 
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affairs  organized  by  revanchist  associations  where  they  make 
territorial  demands  against  Poland,  Czechoslovakia  and  the  Soviet 
Union. 

It  must  be  recalled  that  the  two  world  wars  already  unleashed 
by  German  militarism  originated  in  the  attempts  to  alter  the 
existing  frontiers. 

But  the  most  dangerous  thing  is  that  the  adventurist  plans  of 
the  West  German  revenge-seekers  have  already  been  given  a 
military  and  a  material  basis  which  is  being  rapidly  extended. 
The  demands  for  West  Germany’s  atomic  armament  are  closely 
connected,  with  this  revanchist  policy.  It  is  to  provide  the  West 
German  revenge-seekers  with  the  military  power  to  implement 
their  broad  revanchist  purposes.  At  the  present  time  the  equipping 
of  the  West  German  army  with  the  most  modern  means  for 
launching  nuclear  weapons  is  far  advanced.  In  July  1961  War 
Minister  Strauss  stated  in  an  interview  with  the  US  magazine 
Reporter  that  the  West  German  army  had  already  fulfilled  50  per 
cent  of  its  target  concerning  atomic  armament  and  would  imple¬ 
ment  the  rest  within  the  next  two  years. 

Walter  Ulbricht,  chairman  of  the  Council  of  State  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic,  was  right  when  he  declared,  in  his  statement 
on  the  German  Peace  Plan  on  6  July  1961 

“Should  we  perhaps  wait  until  this  militarist,  and  fascist 
is  ready  from  head  to  toe  with  his  war  preparations?  That 
would  be  a  crime  against  the  German  nation.” 

It  is  necessary  in  the  interests  of  peace  and  security  in  Europe 
that  the  activities  of  the  West  German  militarists  and  revanchist 
politicians  be  checked  without  delay.  The  sooner  this  is  done  the 
better  for  peace. 

The  German  peace  treaty  will  confirm  Germany’s  existing 
frontiers  in  accordance  with  international  law  thus  cutting  the 
ground  from  under  the  West  German  revenge-seekers.  It  would 
stipulate  the  disarmament  of  both  German  states  in  the  spirit  of 
the  Potsdam  Agreement,  i.e.,  it  would  help  to  make  possible  the 
reunification  of  Germany  as  a  peace-loving,  militarily  neutral 
state. 


3  Why  can  West  German  militarism  not  be  muzzled  by 
•  NATO,  but  nevertheless  can  be  muzzled  by  a  peace 
treaty? 


The  governments  of  the  western  powers  helped  German  militar¬ 
ism  to  regain  power  in  West  Germany  and  established  a  close 
alliance  with  it  within  NATO  in  order  to  misuse  West  Germany 
as  a  deployment  area  against  the  socialist  states.  The  western 
imperialist  powers  make  one  concession  after  another  to  German 
militarism. 

The  peoples  of  Western  Europe  who  were  victims  of  the  aggres¬ 
sive  policies  of  German  militarism  in  the  Second  World  War 
are  alarmed  at  their  governments’  fateful  policy.  Ruling  circles 
in  the  West  are  spreading  the  illusion  that  the  NATO  alliance 
offers  the  possibility  of  checking  West  German  militarism  and 
keeping  it  in  chains  in  order  to  disperse  these  peoples’  justified 
apprehensions  concerning  West  German  militarism. 

History  shows  that  when  German  militarism  feels  itself 
sufficiently  strong  it  always  ruthlessly  sweeps  everything  aside. 
The  fact  is  that  NATO  does  not  hold  West  German  militarism  in 
check  but  creates  hot-house  conditions  for  its  growth.  NATO  does 
not  control  West  German  militarism  which  was  able  to  restore 
itself  only  with  the  help  of  the  western  powers.  Along  with  the 
extension  of  its  military  potential  West  German  militarism  is 
acquiring  an  ever-growing  control  over  NATO. 

There  was  a  time  when  West  Germany  was  the  object  of  the 
policy  of  the  western  powers  and  when  it  was  under  their 
“control”.  On  the  basis  of  this  peculiar  policy  of  control  by  the 
western  powers  militarist  West  Germany  has  already  become 
the  NATO  state  with  the  strongest  European  NATO  contingent 
and  it  has  also  seized  decisive  command  posts  in  NATO. 

Hitler  General  Adolf  Heusinger  is  head  of  the  NATO  central 
military  command.  Nazi  General  Speidel  commands  all  NATO 
ground  forces  in  Central  Europe.  The  strongest  potential  of  all 
NATO  ground  forces,  24  divisions,  have  been  placed  under  his 
command. 

Hitler’s  formal  naval  planner,  Rear  Admiral  Wagner,  commands 
the  naval  forces  in  the  northern  section  of  NATO’s  Central 
European  area.  A  total  of  1,200  West  German  officers,  non¬ 
commissioned  officers  and  men  are  currently  stationed  in  NATO 
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general  staff  offices,  among  them  20  generals  who  served  under 
Hitler  and  helped  him  to  perpetrate  his  war  crimes. 

Participation  in  NATO  enables  West  German  militarism  to 
establish  its  military  bases  throughout  Western  Europe.  Even 
Hitler  Germany  was  not  able  to  do  that  when  preparing  the 
Second  World  War.  The  stationing  of  American  and  other  NATO 
troops  in  West  Germany  does  not  serve  the  task  originally  fixsd 
for  allied  troops  after  the  end  of  the  Second  World  War,  but  Its 
exact  opposite.  Like  the  network  of  Bonn’s  military  bases  in 
Western  and  Northern  Europe,  they  serve  to  involve  the  NATO 
states  in  a  new  world  war  which  is  to  enable  the  West  German 
militarists  to  revise  the  results  of  the  Second  World  War  in 
accordance  with  their  old  plans. 

The  stationing  of  West  German  troops  from  the  North  Sea  to 
the  Mediterranean,  like  the  NATO  positions  held  by  Hitler 
generals,  shows  that  the  talk  of  controlling  West  German  militar¬ 
ism  through  NATO  is  nonsense.  On  the  contrary,  the  West  German 
militarists  are  sharpening  NATO’s  aggressive  character  to  an 
extraordinary  extent.  The  pacts  concluded  by  the  western  powers 
with  West  German  militarism  increase  the  danger  of  war.  It  is 
inevitable  that  this  policy  will  also  turn  against  its  initiators, 
against  those  states  whose  governments  support  German  militarism 
just  as  they  promoted  it  by  the  disastrous  Munich  policy. 

The  threat  of  danger  from  German  militarism  can  be  eliminated 
only  by  means  of  the  measures  proposed  in  the  German  Peace 
Plan,  i.e.,  by  the  disarmament  and  military  neutrality  of  Germany, 
and  the  withdrawal  of  both  German  states  from  their  military 
alliances,  the  way  for  which  would  be  paved  by  the  conclusion 
of  a  German  peace  treaty. 


4  What  international  agreements  are  the  basis  for  the 
•  peace  treaty? 

The  agreements  signed  by  the  members  of  the  anti-Hitler  coali¬ 
tion  who  fought  against  German  fascism  are  the  basis,  taking  into 
consideration  the  practices  of  international  law  and  international 
customs,  of  the  legitimate  claim  of  the  German  people  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  a  peace  treaty  with  Germany  and,  in  addition  they  set 


forth  the  will  of  the  peoples  for  the  democratic  development  of 
Germany.  This  must  constitute  the  content  of  the  peace  treaty. 

The  Potsdam  Agreement,  which  binds  both  the  German  people 
and  the  powers  of  the  anti-Hitler  coalition,  assures  the  conclusion 
of  a  peace  treaty  with  Germany,  formulating  it  as  follows:  “The 
Council  (of  foreign  ministers)  will  be  used  to  prepare  a  peaceful 
settlement  for  Germany.” 

On  the  basis  of  the  realization  by  the  peoples  that  German 
imperialism  and  militarism  are  the  chief  enemies  of  peace  in 
Europe,  the  following,  as  a  norm  of  international  law,  was  in¬ 
corporated  in  the  Potsdam  Agreement:  “German  militarism  and 
nazism  shall  be  eliminated ...  so  that  Germany  can  never  again 
threaten  its  neighbours  or  the  maintenance  of  peace  throughout 
the  world.” 

The  demand  of  the  Potsdam  Agreement  for  such  a  peaceful 
settlement  established  on  this  foundation  corresponds  to  universally 
recognized  international  law  and,  above  all,  to  the  United  Nations 
Charter,  Article  1,  section  1,  of  which  sets  forth  the  duty  “to 
maintain  international  peace  and  international  security.” 

The  fact  ascertained  by  the  Three  Power  Conference  in  Yalta 
in  February  1945,  that  “the  allies  do  not  intend  to  destroy  the 
German  people  or  to  enslave  them”,  was  included  in  the  Potsdam 
Agreement  which  is  decisive  for  Germany,  as  was  the  positive 
formulation  that  “the  final  transformation  of  German  political 
life  on  a  democratic  basis  and  Germany’s  eventual  peaceful  co¬ 
operation  in  international  affairs  shall  be  prepared”. 

It  may  be  stated  that  the  Potsdam  Agreement,  preceded  by 
the  conferences  of  the  three  powers  —  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain  —  in  October  1943 
in  Moscow,  in  November  and  December  1943  in  Teheran  and  in 
February  1945  in  Yalta,  is  the  basis  for  a  peaceful  settlement  as 
an  expression  of  universally  recognized  international  law. 

Concluding  a  peace  treaty  with  Germany  is  not  only  a  right  of 
the  states  of  the  anti-Hitler  coalition,  but  also  their  duty  in  inter¬ 
national  law  as  set  forth  in  the  Potsdam  Agreement. 

By  consistently  and  fully  implementing  these  international 
agreements  the  GDR  has  a  special  claim  in  international  law  to 
the  immediate  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty,  whereas  the  funda¬ 
mental  demands  of  the  Potsdam  Agreement,  i.e.,  the  elimination 
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of  militarism  and  imperialism,  which  shall  be  formulated  in  the 
peace  treaty  to  be  concluded,  must  still  be  implemented  and  carried 
out  in  the  West  German  Federal  Republic. 


5  What  does  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty  with  the  two 
•  German  states  mean  to  the  German  people? 

The  conclusion  of  a  German  peace  treaty  would  eliminate  the 
danger  of  a  war  arising  from  the  West  German  militarists,  offer 
the  German  people  the  great  opportunity  of  shaping  their  life  in 
peace  at  last,  of  arriving  at  an  understanding  between  the  two 
German  states,  of  eliminating  obstacles  to  rapprochement  and 
initiating  steps  towards  the  country’s  peaceful  reunification. 

The  peace  treaty  would  ultimately  be  of  decisive  significance 
to  the  German  people  in  many  respects: 

In  connection  with  the  peace  treaty  atomic  armament  would 
be  stopped  in  West  Germany.  Bonn’s  extremists  would  thereby 
be  deprived  of  their  most  dangerous  weapon.  The  existing  frontiers 
would  be  confirmed  by  the  peace  treaty  in  accordance  with  inter¬ 
national  law,  i.e.,  the  frontiers  of  both  German  states  would  be 
firmly  guaranteed.  All  plans  of  the  West  German  revanchists  to 
change  these  frontiers  would  then  be  aimed  against  the  peaceful 
order  in  Europe  stipulated  by  the  signatories  of  the  peace  treaty. 
The  West  German  revenge-seekers  would  be  put  at  a  disadvantage 
and  every  attempt  to  carry  out  their  plans  would  be  recognized 
as  an  aggressive  act  against  the  peaceful  order  in  Europe  by  the 
peoples. 

The  peace  treaty  initiates  disarmament  in  Germany.  That  will 
save  huge  armament  expenditures  for  the  German  people.  The 
West  German  population  which  has  had  to  pay  more  than  100,000 
million  marks  for  armament  purposes  would  no  longer  suffer 
from  this  financial  burden. 

Both  German  states  would  draw  nearer  to  one  another  through 
the  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty.  It  would  help  to  bind  them 
together.  It  would  make  it  possible  to  advance  further  along  the 
road  to  German  reunification,  i.e.,  to  a  demilitarized,  neutral 
Germany  from  whose  territory  no  war  will  ever  again  be 
unleashed. 

The  peace  treaty  nullifies  the  system  of  reserved  rights  of  the 
western  powers  in  West  Germany.  The  West  German  population 
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will  be  able  to  exercise  its  right  of  self-determination  without 
restrictions.  The  peace  treaty  will  convert  West  Berlin  into  a 
demilitarized,  neutral  Free  City  which  can  no  longer  be  misused 
as  a  centre  of  provocation  endangering  peace  and  against  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  and  the  other  socialist  states. 

Finally,  the  peace  treaty  would  mean  that  Germany  receives 
the  possibility  of  occupying  a  worthy  and  equal  place  in  the 
family  of  nations  and  of  developing  all  its  economic  forces,  the 
abilities  of  its  workers,  farmers  and  intelligentsia  in  the  interest 
of  peaceful  construction  and  trade  with  all  countries. 


6  What  does  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty  with  Germany 
•  signify  to  other  states  and  peoples? 

A  peace  treaty  with  Germany  would  make  atomic  armament 
impossible  for  the  German  militarists  and  would  initiate  disarma¬ 
ment  in  Germany.  That  would  thwart  the  intentions  of  the  West 
German  militarists  to  push  through  their  revenge-seeking  demands 
on  Poland,  Czechoslovakia  and  the  Soviet  Union  by  military  force 
and  to  unleash  an  atomic  war  against  the  socialist  camp  which 
would  expand  into  a  third  world  war. 

The  peace  treaty  paves  the  way  for  the  military  neutrality  of 
Germany.  Aggression  would  never  again  start  from  German  soil. 
A  militarily  neutral  Germany  lying  in  the  heart  of  Europe  could 
lead  to  an  atomic  weapon-free  zone  in  which  armament  is  limited. 
That  would  be  a  substantial  contribution  towards  general  and 
complete  disarmament.  This  would  not  only  abolish  the  danger 
of  war  for  other  peoples  but  would  also  relieve  them  of  the 
gigantic  financial  burdens  to  which  they  are  subjected  for  arma¬ 
ment  purposes. 

The  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty  normalizes  West  Germany's 
relations  with  its  own  allies.  The  growing  intervention  of  West 
Germany  in  the  domestic  affairs  of  West  European  countries 
in  which  the  West  German  militarists  train  troops  would  be 
eliminated.  It  would  no  longer  be  able  to  subject  these  countries 
to  its  influence  with  the  help  of  NATO  and  would  not  be  able 
to  involve  the  whole  of  Western  Europe  in  atomic  war  prepara¬ 
tions. 

After  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty  all  states  could  cooperate 
with  a  peace-loving  Germany  on  the  basis  of  mutual  advantage. 
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That  would  be  of  particular  benefit  to  the  economically  under¬ 
developed  countries  in  the  construction  of  their  own  independent 
industry.  Germany  could  not  only  contribute  substantially  towards 
this  construction,  but  the  peace  treaty  would  also  limit  the  dangers 
of  the  neo-colonialist  efforts  being  made  by  the  West  German 
militarists  and  imperialists. 


7  In  what  way  should  the  German  peace  treaty  be 
•  concluded? 

In  the  interests  of  world  peace  the  peaceful  settlement  with 
Germany  should  not  be  delayed  any  longer.  The  real  situation  in 
Germany,  i.e.,  the  existence  of  two  independent  German  states, 
mu§t  be  taken  into  consideration.  The  forces  which  fought  Hitler 
Germany  can  and  must  settle  all  questions  resulting  from  the 
Second  World  War  with  them  as  the  successors  to  the  defeated 
German  Reich.  Both  German  governments  have  the  power  to 
guarantee  the  observance  of  the  provisions  of  the  peace  treaty  in 
their  territories.  Thus,  a  peace  treaty  concluded  with  them  would 
be  binding  for  the  whole  of  Germany. 

The  conclusion  of  the  peace  treaty  would  demand  that  a  peace 
conference  be  convened  in  which  all  the  states  of  the  anti-Hitler 
coalition  who  fought  with  their  armed  forces  against  Hitler  Ger¬ 
many,  as  well  as  both  German  states  would  participate.  Other 
countries  which  were  also  in  a  state  of  war  with  Germany  or 
involved  in  the  war  against  fascist’  Germany  in  one  way  or 
another  could  concur  in  the  peace  treaty.  It  would  correspond  to 
the  peaceful  interests  of  all  peoples  if,  without  further  delay, 
agreement  on  the  quickest  convocation  of  the  peace  conference 
could  be  reached  by  the  main  powers  of  the  anti-Hitler  coalition 
for  the  purpose  of  signing  the  peace  treaty  with  the  two  German 
states. 

Since  the  western  powers  raise  objections  to  signing  a  uniform 
peace  treaty  with  both  German  states,  since  they  do  not  want  to 
sign  one  peace  treaty  together  with  the  German  Democratic 
Republic,  two  treaties  could  be  concluded  in  order  to  meet  the 
objection  that  the  GDR  wants  to  gain  diplomatic  recognition 
through  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  treaty.  In  this  case  the 
member  states  of  the  anti-Hitler  coalition  would  sign  a  peace 
treaty  with  either  or  both  of  the  German  states,  as  they  see  fit. 
These  treaties  need  not  necessarily  agree  in  wording,  but  they 


12 


must,  however,  embody  the  same  principles  of  a  peaceful  settle¬ 
ment. 

In  the  memorandum  on  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty  with 
Germany  and  the  settlement  of  the  West  Berlin  question  which 
N.  S.  Khrushchov,  the  chairman  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  of 
the  USSR,  handed  to  President  Kennedy  of  the  United  States  in 
Vienna  at  the  beginning  of  June  1961  the  Soviet  government 
proposed  negotiations  between  the  two  German  states  with  the 
aim  of  their  agreeing  on  questions  concerning  a  peaceful  settlement 
with  Germany  and  German  reunification.  According  to  the 
suggestion  of  the  Soviet  Union  the  four  powers  shall  state  that 
they  will  recognize  every  agreement  arrived  at  by  the  Germans. 
The  German  Democratic  Republic  enthusiastically  welcomed  these 
proposals.  The  GDR  itself  has  repeatedly  suggested  that  both 
German  states  should  agree  on  a  common  German  standpoint  on 
the  peace  treaty.  The  German  Peace  Plan,  adopted  by  the  People’s 
Chamber  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  on  6  July  1961, 
proposes  the  formation  of  a  German  peace  commission  comprised 
of  representatives  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  and  the 
West  German  Federal  Republic  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  up 
German  suggestions  for  the  peace  treaty.  Unfortunately  the  West 
German  government  bruskly  rejected  all  these  proposals,  thus 
"proclaiming  its  disinterestedness  in  a  peaceful  settlement. 

Should  the  governments  of  the  western  powers  and  West  Ger¬ 
many  continue  to  refuse  to  conclude  the  peace  treaty,  the  German 
peace  treaty  will  be  concluded  between  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  and  those  states  of  the  anti-Hitler  coalition  which  are 
ready  to  do  so.  The  West  German  Federal  Republic  will  have 
the  opportunity  of  concurring  in  this  peace  treaty.  The  German 
peace  treaty  will,  in  any  case,  be  the  peaceful  settlement  for  all 
Germans. 


8  What  are  the  responsibilities  of  the  German  people, 
•  the  four  powers  and  the  other  countries? 


The  revanchist  policy  of  the  West  German  militarists  menaces 
world  peace.  All  peoples  are  therefore  concerned  in  the  struggle 
to  muzzle  West  German  militarism  and  to  eliminate  the  danger 
of  a  new  aggression  starting  from  German  soil. 

On  the  basis  of  the  contribution  of  the  big  four  powers  within 
the  anti-Hitler  coalition  to  the  defeat  of  fascist  Germany  they 
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especially  bear  a  big  responsibility  for  the  preparation  and  conclu¬ 
sion  of  a  German  peace  treaty  which  serves  this  aim.  The  interest 
and  responsibility  of  the  other  states  involved  in  the  war  against 
Hitler  Germany  demand  that  they  do  everything  in  their  power 
to  accelerate  the  peaceful  settlement  with  Germany  and  to  give 
the  peace  treaty  the  broadest  possible  basis  either  by  signing  it 
or  concurring  in  it.  The  German  people,  primarily  interested  in 
the  rapid  conclusion  of  the  peace  treaty,  have  the  right  and  the 
national  obligation  to  make  their  own  broad  contribution  to  a 
peaceful  settlement  with  Germany.  This  contribution  must  be  the 
overcoming  of  the  resistance  of  West  German  ruling  circles  to 
the  peaceful  settlement  and  the  bringing  about  of  an  understand¬ 
ing  between  the  two  German  states  on  a  common  German 
standpoint. 

The  re-establishment  of  the  national  unity  of  Germany  is,  in 
accordance  with  the  principle  of  the  people’s  right  of  self-deter¬ 
mination,  the  immediate  affair  of  the  German  people  themselves. 
They  bear  the  chief  responsibility  for  making  the  unified  German 
state  a  peace-loving,  democratic  and  neutral  state. 

The  West  German  government  refuses  to  negotiate  with  the 
government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  on  the  peaceful 
reunification  of  Germany.  It  refers  to  a  so-called  responsibility 
of  the  four  powers.  In  the  Paris  Agreements  it  conceded  to  the 
four  powers  the  sole  right  to  decide  on  the  reunification  of  Ger¬ 
many.  But  no  one  can  and  should  relieve  the  German  people  of 
their  responsibility  for  the  re-establishment  of  their  national  unity. 
That  does  not  mean,  however,  that  other  states  —  especially  the 
four  powers  —  should  not  support  the  German  people  in  this. 
The  most  effective  present  support  would  be  the  conclusion  of 
the  German  peace  treaty. 


|T|  What  is  the  connection  between  the  conclusion  of  a 
peace  treaty  and  the  disarmament  problem? 

The  atomic  armament  and  the  revanchist  policy  pursued  by  the 
West  German  militarists  are  the  cause  of  the  current  dangerous 
situation  in  the  heart  of  Europe  which  bears  the  germ  of  a  new 
war.  The  militarists  prevent  disarmament  in  Germany  and 
continue  the  armament  of  the  West  German  state.  That  makes  it 
difficult  and  prevents  at  the  same  time  a  comprehensive  agreement 
on  world  disarmament. 
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Conscious  of  its  responsibility,  the  government  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  has  repeatedly  submitted  proposals  to  the 
government  of  the  West  German  Federal  Republic  for  the  purpose  of 
ensuring  peaceful  development  throughout  Germany.  This  aim 
was  also  served  by  the  memorandum  on  disarmament  questions 
submitted  by  the  government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
to  the  Fifteenth  Session  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly. 
The  following  proposals  are  made  therein  for  the  step-by-step 
general  and  complete  disarmament  of  the  two  German  states: 

First  Stage 

Both  German  states  renounce  the  use  of  force;  they  agree  to  stop 
arming,  they  renounce  nuclear  and  missile  weapons  and  all  other 
weapons  of  mass  destruction  and  prohibit  every  kind  of  war  and 
revanchist  propaganda  in  their  territories.  The  further  stationing  of 
foreign  atomic  weapons  is  to  be  immediately  stopped.  A  peace 
treaty  is  concluded  with  both  German  states  and  West  Berlin 
converted  into  a  demilitarized  Free  City. 


Second  Stage 

The  two  German  states  reduce  their  armed  forces  and  armaments, 
and  renounce  compulsory  military  service.  The  missiles  in  the 
possession  of  German  armed  forces  will  be  destroyed.  The  four 
chief  powers  of  the  anti-Hitler  coalition  agree  with  the  two  German 
states  on  the  withdrawal  of  all  foreign  troops  and  the  liquidation 
of  their  bases  and  depots  on  the  basis  of  the  peace  treaty  concluded 
in  the  meantime. 


Third  Stage 

The  armed  forces  of  both  German  states  will  be  permanently 
liquidated.  Only  agreed-upon  police  forces  remain.  All  military 
institutions  will  be  liquidated,  production  for  military  purposes  will 
be  stopped.  The  two  German  states  withdraw  from  NATO  or  the 
Warsaw  Treaty.  They  declare  their  neutrality  which  will  be  guar¬ 
anteed  either  by  the  chief  powers  within  the  anti-Hitler  coalition 
or  by  the  United  Nations. 
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The  Bonn  government  has  ignored  all  proposals  although  it  says 
that  general  world  disarmament  should  precede  the  solution  of 
other  political  questions.  They  are  not  at  all  concerned  with  general 
disarmament,  but  they  speculate  that  universal  disarmament  will 
be  implemented  neither  today  nor  tomorrow,  and  do  everything  to 
prevent  it,  thus  hoping  to  gain  time  to  continue  their  own  atomic 
armament.  At  the  same  time  the  West  German  government  wants 
to  divert  attention  from  the  necessity  of  ensuring  peace  in  Germany 
with  this  manoeuvre  and  prevent  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty. 

The  GDR  was  and  is  today  for  disarmament,  it  has  repeatedly 
shown  this  by  its  own  initiatives,  but  it  will  not  permit  the  peace 
treaty  to  be  struck  off  the  agenda  on  the  basis  of  appeals  for 
disarmament. 

The  conclusion  of  the  German  peace  treaty  benefits  all  peoples, 
for  it  eliminates  the  main  seat  of  war  in  Europe  on  the  one  hand 
and  paves  the  way  for  disarmament  in  Germany  on  the  other. 
In  addition,  favourable  conditions  for  further  measures  of  relaxa¬ 
tion  in  Europe  will  result,  including  the  creation  of  an  atomic 
weapon-free  zone  in  Central  Europe,  the  withdrawal  of  foreign 
troops,  the  conclusion  of  a  non-aggression  pact  between  the  NATO 
and  Warsaw  Treaty  states. 

The  conclusion  of  the  German  peace  treaty  would  thereby  relax 
the  international  situation  and  promote”  world-wide  disarmament. 


Why  is  the  establishment  of  a  militarily  neutral 
Germany  in  the  interests  of  all  states? 


Since  the  ruling  West  German  militarist  circles  are  not  willing 
to  resign  themselves  to  the  defeat  of  Hitler  Germany  in  the  Second 
World  War,  they  express  ever  more  insistent  demands  for  the 
revision  of  frontiers.  Considering  the  fact  that  two  strong  military 
groups  currently  face  each  other  on  German  soil  any  incident  pro¬ 
voked  by  the  West  German  militarists  could  unleash  an  atomic 
world  war  which  would  involve  their  European  NATO  partners 
even  against  their  will.  That  Germany  should  become  a  militarily 
neutral  state  in  the  interests  of  peace  and  security  in  Europe  is  a 
solution  advantageous  to  all  peoples  concerned. 

The  government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  proposes  a 
slep-by-step  military  neutralization  of  both  German  states  and, 
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later,  a  unified  Germany  through  the  implementation  of  such  meas¬ 
ures  as  no  atomic  armament  in  the  whole  of  Germany,  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  foreign  troops  and  the  liquidation  of  their  bases  and, 
finally,  the  withdrawal  of  both  German  states  from  their  respective 
military  alliances. 

These  measures  would  result  in  the  drawing  apart  of  the  two 
military  groups,  a  substantial  reduction  in  the  possibilities  for  con¬ 
flicts  and  could  also  be  the  decisive  step  towards  the  establishment 
of  an  atomic  weapon-free  zone  and  armaments  limitation  in  Europe. 
The  military  neutralization  of  Germany  would  contribute  towards 
substantially  reducing  the  danger  of  war  in  Europe  and  towards 
consolidating  peace. 
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Does  the  signing  of  the  peace  treaty  with  both 
•  German  states  presuppose  their  recognition  in 
international  law? 


The  GDR  is  striving  with  all  its  force  to  bring  about  the  imme¬ 
diate  conclusion  of  the  German  peace  treaty  with  the  clearly  ex¬ 
pressed  aim  of  ensuring  peace  in  Germany  and  Europe  which  is 
being  increasingly  endangered  by  the  revanchist  policy  of  the  West 
German  militarists.  The  West  German  side,  however,  alleges  that 
the  GDR  insists  on  the  peace  treaty  primarily  so  as  to  link  the 
recognition  of  the  two  German  states  in  international  law  by  the 
parties  to  the  peace  treaty  with  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  treaty 
itself. 

Concerning  the  recognition  of  the  two  German  states  the  GDR’s 
view  is  that  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  treaty  with  the  two  German 
states  need  not  necessarily  be  connected  with  the  recognition  of  the 
GDR  by  all  the  signatories.  Whether  the  one  or  other  German  state 
is  diplomatically  recognized  or  not  is  the  affair  of  every  government 
which  signs  the  peace  treaty.  Nor  is  it  a  question  of  one  German 
government  recognizing  the  other. 

If  the  conclusion  of  the  German  peace  treaty  does  not  presuppose 
the  recognition  of  both  German  states  in  international  law,  it  must 
be  pointed  out,  on  the  other  side,  that  it  would  serve  both  peace  in 
Europe  and  the  world  as  well  as  the  peaceful  rapprochement  and, 
finally,  the  reunification  of  the  two  German  states,  if  the  approp¬ 
riate  conclusions  in  international  law  were  drawn  from  the  recogni- 
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tion  of  the  existence  of  two  German  states  which  is  growing 
throughout  the  world.  That  would  require  that  both  German  states 
be  recognized  as  subjects  in  international  law,  that  diplomatic  rela¬ 
tions  be  established  with  them  and  their  admission  into  the  United 
Nations  be  supported.  This  attitude  would  correspond  to  the  obliga¬ 
tions  of  all  nations  to  cooperate  on  an  international  basis  as  set 
forth  in  the  United  Nations  Charter. 


How  does  the  peace  treaty  guarantee  the  German 
people’s  right  of  self-determination? 


The  German  people’s  right  of  self-determination  can  only  be 
implemented  if,  starting  from  its  content,  the  nation’s  peaceful 
development  is  guaranteed,  i.e.,  if  it  can  develop  free  of  imperialist 
rule  and  without  war,  free  of  imperialist  oppression  from  abroad, 
and  if  the  country’s  national  affairs  can  be  decided  upon  freely  and 
without  imperialist  intervention. 

The  most  important  legal  basis  of  the  peace  treaty  is  the  Potsdam 
Agreement.  The  peace  treaty  serves  the  carrying  out  of  all  the  basic 
demands  of  self-determination. 

The  peace  treaty  will  protect  the  peace  state  which  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  GDR  through  the  exercise  by  the  people  of  their  right 
of  self-determination,  guarantee  its  sovereignty,  territorial  integrity 
and  non-interference  in  its  internal  affairs. 

The  peace  treaty  will  promote  the  foundation  of  a  peace  state  in 
West  Germany,  i.e.,  the  elimination  of  militarist  conditions  and 
revanchism,  and  implement  a  policy  of  peaceful  coexistence. 

With  the  peace  treaty  the  survivals  of  the  Second  World  War, 
i.e.,  the  occupation  and  all  foreign  military  bases  will  be  eliminated 
since  they  restrict  the  right  of  self-determination  of  the  West 
German  population  and  the  inhabitants  of  West  Berlin. 

The  right  of  self-determination  of  the  entire  German  people  can 
only  be  implemented  if  a  state  is  established  in  West  Germany 
which  is  able  to  guard  and  which  does  guard  the  peaceful  interests 
of  the  people. 

The  right  to  solve  national  problems  without  imperialist  inter¬ 
vention  will  be  guaranteed  to  both  German  states. 
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/•  Q  What  lies  behind  the  misuse  of  the  right  of 

self-determination  by  West  German  militarism? 


The  West  German  government  takes  every  opportunity  to  speak 
about  the  right  to  self-determination.  In  its  argument  Bonn  makes 
use  of  the  old  fascist  jargon  to  equate  that  right  with  the  conquest  of 
other  countries.  Accordingly  it  is  affirmed  that  the  peace  treaty 
would  contradict  the  right  of  the  German  people  to  self-determina¬ 
tion.  This  attitude,  however,  underlines  the  enmity  of  German 
imperialism  towards  the  right  of  self-determination  of  the  German 
people  and  all  other  peoples  which  will  be  guaranteed  by  the  peace 
treaty.  German  imperialism  is  against  the  elimination  of  the  sur¬ 
vivals  of  the  Second  World  War,  against  fixing  the  frontiers  of  the 
two  German  states  by  means  of  a  treaty  and  is  opposed  to  im¬ 
plementing  the  Potsdam  Agreement  in  West  Germany. 

The  people’s  security  against  a  campaign  of  conquest,  against  an 
atomic  death,  contradicts  the  right  of  the  German  people  to  self- 
determination  —  according  to  the  apologists  of  imperialism. 

Facts  prove,  however,  that  West  German  militarism  had  already 
betrayed  the  German  people’s  right  of  self-determination  in  1954  by 
illegally  signing  the  Paris  Agreements  for  the  purpose  of  implement¬ 
ing  its  aggressive  aims,  for  the  “right”  to  appoint  fascist  generals  to 
leading  NATO  posts  and  to  prepare  the  peoples  of  the  NATO  states 
for  aggression  against  the  socialist  camp. 

The  Paris  Agreements  completed  the  division  of  the  nation  and 
at  the  same  time  “transferred”  to  the  western  powers  the  settlement 
of  affairs  which  are  the  sole  concern  of  the  German  people  them¬ 
selves,  the  bringing  about  of  peaceful  reunification  as  an  expression 
of  national  self-determination  by  the  people.  When  West  German 
imperialist  and  militarist  politicians  speak  of  self-determination 
they  always  mean  only  “NATO  self-determination”  for  the  im¬ 
perialists  and  militarists  against  the  interests  of  the  German  nation 
and  its  right  of  self-determination. 
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Why  would  the  German  peace  treaty  not  deepen  the 
division  of  Germany,  but  contribute  to  overcoming  it? 


Germany,  was  the  starting  point  of  two  world  wars  as  a  united 
state  under  reactionary  Prusso- Junker,  militarist  or  fascist  leader¬ 
ship.  Hand  in  hand  with  the  aggressive  forces  of  the  western 
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powers  these  circles  split  the  German  nation  in  order  to  save  their 
reactionary  rule  in  West  Germany.  The  division  of  Germany  was 
completed  with  the  establishment  of  a  separate  West  German  state. 
It  has  been  continuously  deepened  by  the  remilitarization  of  West 
Germany  and  its  inclusion  in  NATO. 

It  is  not  the  division  of  Germany  into  two  states  that  is  dangerous 
for  peace,  but  the  fact  that  the  same  forces  which  have  already 
plunged  Germany  and  the  world  into  two  disastrous  world  wars 
and  which  are  today  preparing  themselves  for  a  third  one  are 
ruling  in  West  Germany. 

The  conclusion  of  a  German  peace  treaty  would  be  the  first  and 
most  important  step  towards  creating  a  reunified  Germany  as  a 
peace-loving,  neutral  and  democratic  state.  That  is  the  guarantee 
that  the  danger  of  a  new  war,  which  could  start  in  Germany,  will 
be  for  ever  eliminated. 

A  German  peace  treaty  creates  the  conditions  for  overcoming  the 
chief  obstacles  to  reunification : 

the  domination  of  West  Germany’s  home  and  foreign  policies 
by  militarism; 

the  atomic  armament  of  the  West  German  army; 
revanchism  in  West  Germany; 

the  attempts  of  the  West  German  militarists  to  annex  the 
GDR  by  force; 

the  attitude  of  hostility  to  understanding  of  the  Bonn  govern¬ 
ment. 

The  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty  with  the  two  German  states 
would  result  in  negotiations  and  thus  in  a  rapprochement  of  the 
two  German  states.  They  would  have  the  same  obligations  to  fulfil 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  treaty.  Hence,  the  peace  treaty 
would  act  as  a  connecting  link  between  the  two  German  states. 
West  Germany  will  be  able  to  decide  freely  on  the  question  of  the 
country’s  reunification  without  interference  by  the  western  powers. 

Because  of  the  profound  differences  in  the  social  structure  of  the 
two  German  states  reunification  can  only  be  brought  about  by  a 
lengthy  process  of  rapprochement  of  the  two  German  states  within 
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a  confederation.  The  prerequisite  for  this  is  a  lessening  of  inter¬ 
national  tensions  and  the  assurance  of  lasting  peace  in  Europe. 
This  is  promoted  by  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty  for  it  contains 
comprehensive  measures  for  disarmament  and  relaxation. 

The  West  Berlin  problem  will  also  be  solved.  The  status  of  a 
demilitarized,  neutral,  Free  City  stipulated  for  West  Berlin  by  the 
peace  treaty  will  be  in  force  only  until  the  country  is  reunified. 
The  tensions  and  dangers  currently  emanating  from  West  Berlin 
will  be  eliminated.  That  also  means  that  the  division  of  Germany 
will  not  be  increased,  but  that  a  favourable  climate  for  mutual 
understanding  will  be  created. 

Should  the  attitude  of  rejection  of  the  western  powers  result  in 
the  peace  treaty  being  concluded  only  with  the  GDR,  the  question 
arises  as  to  whether  this  would  lead  to  a  deepening  of  the  division 
of  Germany.  A  peace  treaty  with  the  GDR  only  would  also  con¬ 
tribute  towards  eliminating  a  part  of  the  principal  obstacles  to 
reunification. 

The  dangers  brought  about  by  the  policy  implemented  by  the 
West  German  militarists  and  revenge-seekers  could  be  substantially 
restricted  through  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty  with  the  GDR 
and  the  recognition  of  its  frontiers  in  accordance  with  international 
law  connected  with  the  treaty.  That  is  a  step  towards  relaxation  in 
Germany,  a  step  constituting  one  of  the  prerequisites  for  reunifi¬ 
cation. 

In  addition  the  peace  treaty  with  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  would  at  all  times  make  it  possible  for  West  Germany  to 
accept  it  at  a  later  date.  The  peace  treaty  with  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  will  also  show  people  in  West  Germany  the 
necessity  of  closing  the  final  chapters  of  the  Second  World  War. 
They  will  stress  their  demands  for  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty 
and  the  Germans  will  achieve  a  rapprochement  among  themselves. 
The  main  question  today  is  the  maintenance  and  consolidation  of 
peace.  That  is  the  most  important  foundation  for  the  reunification 
of  Germany.  The  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty  with  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  serves  this  aim  and  is,  therefore,  a  decisive 
contribution  towards  the  country’s  peaceful  reunification,  whereas 
the  policy  of  the  German  militarists  and  their  allies  deepens  the 
division  to  the  extent  that  there  is  a  danger  of  a  war  of  Germans 
against  Germans. 
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a  What  is  the  content  of  the  proposal  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  for  the  formation  of  a 
confederation  of  the  two  German  states? 


There  are  two  states  today  in  Germany  with  completely  different 
social  systems.  They  can  only  be  reunified  through  a  gradual  process 
of  rapprochement  and  not,  as  has  been  planned  by  the  West  German 
militarists,  by  the  forcible  annexation  of  the  German  Democratic 
Republic.  This  second  course  leads  to  an  atomic  world  war  —  the 
aim  of  which,  as  the  actions  taken  on  13  August  have  demonstrated, 
is  a  fantasy. 

Taking  the  current  situation  in  Germany  into  account,  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  proposed  that  a  German  confedera¬ 
tion  be  formed.  Its  aim  is  achieving  the  cooperation  of  both  German 
states  on  the  basis  of  peaceful  coexistence  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  a  further  internal  separation  of  the  German  nation,  and 
creating  the  prerequisites  for  its  reunification  as  a  peace-loving, 
democratic  and  neutral  state.  The  confederation  shall  be  established 
by  means  of  a  treaty  valid  in  international  law.  It  would  not  need 
an  independent  executive  power  above  the  two  states  for  the 
present  and  would  exclude  one  German  state  dominating  the  other. 
An  All-German  Council,  established  in  both  German  states,  com¬ 
posed  of  representatives  of  their  parliaments,  with  an  advisory 
character,  could  recommend  measures  to  the  governments  of  both 
German  states  which  would  serve  the  step-by-step  rapprochement 
of  the  two  German  states  and  security  in  Europe. 

The  People’s  Chamber  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  pro> 
poses  the  following  measures  in  the  German  Peace  Plan: 

■—  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  peace  treaty  in  the  whole  of 
Germany; 

—  step-by-step  reduction  of  the  obligations  resulting  from  the 
membership  of  the  two  German  states  in  military  groups,  the 
withdrawal  from  these  military  alliances,  and  the  withdrawal 
of  all  foreign  troops  and  the  liquidation  of  their  bases; 

—  agreeing  upon  the  military  neutrality  of  both  German  states  as 
the  foundation  for  the  future  militarily  neutral  and  unified 
Germany; 

* —  carrying  out  the  general  and  complete  disarmament  of  the  two 
German  states; 
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—  shaping  the  foreign  relations  of  both  German  states  along  lines 
of  the  principles  of  the  United'Nations  Charter; 

—  helping  the  economically  underdeveloped  countries;  rejecting 
every  form  of  colonialism; 

—  extending  relations  between  the  two  German  states; 

—  preparing  a  democratic  constitution  for  the  unified  German  state 
in  which  the  first  duty  of  citizenship  is  serving  peace; 

—  preparing  and  holding  general,  free,  secret  and  democratic 
elections  throughout  Germany  for  an  all-German  parliament; 

—  establishing  the  all-German  government  of  a  peace-loving,  neu¬ 
tral  and  democratic  German  state  with  Berlin  as  its  capital. 

The  proposal  that  a  German  confederation  be  formed  points  out 
the  only  possible  way  to  the  peaceful  reunification  of  Germany.  The 
conclusion  of  a  German  peace  treaty  is  the  most  favourable  pre¬ 
requisite  for  the  implementation  of  this  proposal. 

The  relationship  between  the  two  German  states  could  be  im¬ 
proved  immediately  and  before  the  establishment  of  a  German 
confederation  by  means  of  a  goodwill  agreement  which  could  be 
prepared  by  the  German  Peace  Commission.  This  agreement  would 
accelerate  the  formation  of  the  German  confederation  and  should 
contain  the  following  provisions  in  accordance  with  the  German 
peace  plan  proposed  by  the  People’s  Chamber  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic: 

an  agreement  on  the  renunciation  of  nuclear  arms  for  the 
armed  forces  of  both  German  states  and  on  an  immediate 
halt  in  armament; 

agreement  on  the  strength,  armament  and  disposition  of 
armed  forces; 

the  prohibition  of  all  war  and  revanchist  propaganda;  non¬ 
interference  in  questions  concerning  the  social  system  of  the 
other  German  state; 

support  for  the  conclusion  of  a  non-aggression  pact  between 
the  Warsaw  Treaty  states  and  the  NATO  countries  and  for 
the  establishment  of  a  nuclear  weapon-free  zone  in  Central 
Europe; 

an  agreement  on  the  expansion  of  trade  between  the  two 
German  states,  the  extension  of  their  cultural  and  sports 
relations  and  the  alleviation  and  improvement  of  travel. 

The  implementation  of  this  “goodwill  agreement”  would  sub¬ 
stantially  accelerate  the  formation  of  a  German  confederation. 
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A  f*  Why  should  Germany  not  be  reunited  by  means  of 
-1-W*  free  all-German  elections  first  and  then  a  peace  treaty 
concluded? 


As  long  as  West  Germany  was  not  a  member  of  the  aggressive 
NATO  pact  and  the  domination  of  militarism  had  not  been  restored 
in  West  Germany  there  were  certain  conditions  for  carrying  out 
free  all-German  elections  without  a  lengthy  transition  period  and 
by  means  of  an  appropriate  understanding  of  the  governments  of 
the  two  German  states. 

The  GDR  submitted  many  proposals  along  these  lines  during 
this  period.  The  West  German  government  rejected  all  of  them. 
Hoping  to  extend  their  power  over  the  whole  of  Germany  and 
other  countries  by  means  of  their  notorious  “policy  of  strength”, 
the  West  German  militarists  and  imperialists  chained  the  Federal 
Republic  to  NATO  and  began  to  carry  out  the  total  remilitariza¬ 
tion  and  atomic  armament  of  West  Germany.  They  thereby  blocked 
the  way  to  the  peaceful  and  democratic  reunification  of  Germany 
for  a  long  time. 

What  is  the  Bonn  militarists’  and  revenge-seekers’  conception 
of  “free  elections”?  The  German  Democratic  Republic  is  to  be 
beaten  by  a  majority  of  votes  and  incorporated  into  Bonn’s 
militarist  state  with  the  help  of  West  Germany’s  larger  popula¬ 
tion,  large  sections  of  which  have  been  led  astray  by  the  monopoly 
bourgeoisie  and  have  not  yet  recognized  the  character  of  the  West 
German  government  which  is  hostile  to  the  people’s  interests. 
There  would  be  no  peace  treaty  at  all  after  such  a  reunification, 
but  war. 

Such  so-called  free  elections,  carried  out  under  the  rule  of 
militarism  in  West  Germany,  would  mean  an  extension  of  militar¬ 
ism,  now  in  power  again  in  West  Germany,  over  the  whole  of 
Germany  as  the  first  step  towards  the  implementation  of  far- 
reaching  revanchist  war  plans. 

Walter  Ulbricht,  chairman  of  the  Council  of  State  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic,  stated,  on  10  August  1961  at  the  Oberspree 
Cable  Works  in '  Berlin: 

“He  who  supports  the  slogan  of  ‘free  elections’  before 
Hitlerism  is  checked  in  West  Germany,  helps  the  West 
German  militarists.” 

The  opposite  course  must  be  taken,  i.e.,  first  a  peace  treaty 
and  then  reunification,  as  has  been  set  forth  in  detail  in  the 
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German  Peace  Plan.  That  is  the  only  possible  and  realistic  path 
to  the  reunification  of  Germany  as  a  peace-loving,  democratic 
and  neutral  state.  The  muzzling  of  West  German  militarism  is 
the  most  important  task  in  the  safeguarding  of  peace  in  Germany 
and  in  the  creation  of  prerequisites  for  peaceful  reunification. 

The  holding  of  free  all-German  elections  will  be  possible  and 
meaningful  only  after  peaceful  and  democratic  conditions  have 
been  set  up  in  West  Germany  with  the  help  of  the  German  peace 
treaty  and  the  process  of  rapprochement  of  both  German  states 
has  made  some  progress  within  a  German  confederation.  When 
the  peaceful  understanding  of  the  two  German  states  has  reached 
the  stage  in  which  both  German  states  have  completed  disarma¬ 
ment  and  declared  their  military  neutrality  the  German  Peace 
Plan  provides  that  the  last  task  of  the  bodies  of  the  German 
confederation  would  be  to  recommend  that  both  German  states 
prepare  and  carry  out  general,  free,  secret  and  democratic  elections 
for  an  all-German  parliament.  They  would  result  in  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  an  all-German  government  of  a  peace-loving,  neutral 
and  democratic  German  state  with  its  capital  in  Berlin. 
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What  would  be  the  significance  of  a  peace  treaty  with 
the  German  Democratic  Republic? 


Should  the  western  powers  and  the  West  German  government 
continue  to  refuse  to  conclude  a  peace  treaty  with  both  German 
states  the  peace  treaty  will  be  concluded  between  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  and  those  states  belonging  to  the  anti-Hitler 
coalition  which  are  willing  to  do  so. 

This  treaty  will  confirm  in  international  law  the  inviolability  of 
all  the  frontiers  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  which  were 
fixed  in  the  agreements  of  the  anti-Hitler  coalition.  The  plans  for 
annexation  and  revenge  of  the  West  German  militarists  and  Hitler 
generals  against  the  German  Democratic  Republic  and  the  other 
socialist  states  will  be  thwarted.  The  aggression  prepared  by  the 
militarists  in  West  Germany  under  the  cloak  of  an  alleged  libera¬ 
tion  of  German  territories  will  be  recognized  for  what  it  is  in 
international  law  and  be  accordingly  rebuffed.  The  danger  of  war 
will  thereby  be  reduced  in  Europe  and  a  substantial  contribution 
made  to  international  relaxation. 
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The  international  prestige  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
will  grow  with  the  conclusion  of  a  peace,  treaty  with  it,  for  it 
would  be  the  only  German  state  with  a  peace  treaty.  That  means 
the  strengthening  of  the  position  of  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  in  international  law.  States  which  have  not  yet  established 
normal  relations  with  the  German  Democratic  Republic  will 
examine  their  attitude  more  quickly  and  begin  fully  to  normalize 
their  relations.  At  the  same  time  the  legitimate  claim  of  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  to  be  admitted  to  the  United  Nations 
will  be  emphasized. 

The  fact  that  the  purposes  of  the  Potsdam  Agreement  have  been 
realized  in  the  German  Democratic  Republic  receives  international 
recognition  through  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  treaty. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  will  exercise  full  sovereignty 
in  all  questions  concerning  its  territory. 

The  process  of  eliminating  the  West  Berlin  centre  of  tension  and 
danger  will  be  introduced  by  means  of  the  conclusion  of  the  peace 
treaty  with  the  German  Democratic  Republic.  The  bases  in  inter¬ 
national  law  for  this  will  be  created  by  the  peace  treaty  which 
envisages  the  status  of  a  neutral,  Free  City  for  West  Berlin. 

Hence,  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty  with  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  thus  signifies  a  considerable  lessening  of 
international  tensions  and  a  limitation  of  the  danger  of  war  in 
Europe.  The  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty  with  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  will  weaken  the  West  German  militarists 
who  are  working  to  unleash  a-  new  world  war.  On  the  other 
hand  the  German  peace  state,  the  GDR,  and  all  peace-loving  forces 
throughout  Germany  and,  thereby  peace  itself,  will  be  consolidated. 


In  what  does  the  abnormal  situation  in  West  Berlin 
•  consist? 


West  Berlin  lies  in  the  middle  of  the  German  Democratic 
Republic,  some  120  miles  from  the  frontier  with  the  West  German 
Federal  Republic.  As  a  component  part  of  the  former  Soviet 
occupation  zone  it  was  separated  economically  and  politically 
from  the  rest  of  East  German  territory  by  means  of  illegal  measures 
carried  out  by  the  western  powers  like  the  introduction  of  a 
separate  currency,  the  establishment  of  a  separate  administration 
and  the  introduction  of  a  separate  constitution. 

In  the  following  years  West  Berlin  was  converted  into  a  base 
against  the  German  Democratic  Republic  and  the  other  socialist 
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countries  by  the  aggressive  imperialist  forces.  Ruling  circles  in 
West  Germany  and  West  Berlin  in  official  statements  characterized 
West  Berlin’s  function  as  that  of  “disturber  of  the  peace”,  “the 
West’s  cheapest  atomic  bomb”  and  as  “a  thorn  in  the  flesh”  of  the 
GDR  and  the  socialist  camp. 

Thus  the  abnormal  situation  in  West  Berlin  consists  in  the 
following: 

1.  The  existence  of  an  occupation  regime  of  the  western  powers 
in  West  Berlin  sixteen  years  after  the  end  of  the  Second  World 
War  and  in  the  middle  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic.  This 
x'egime  encourages  the  German  militarists  and  revanchists  instead 
of  muzzling  them  as  called  for  by  the  joint  decisions  of  the  anti- 
Hitler  coalition. 

2.  The  fact  that  more  than  80  West  German  and  foreign 
intelligence  services,  espionage  and  diversionist  organizations  have 
set  up  their  offices  in  West  Berlin.  They  carry  on  a  comprehensive 
military  and  economic  espionage  in  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  and  other  countries  and  prepare  and  carry  out  sabotage 
acts  in  industrial  enterprises,  poison  livestock,  and  spread  animal 
epidemics.  In  addition  they  try  to  incite  the  population  of  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  against  the  existing  order  in  the 
country  and  organize  the  murder  of  leading  GDR  personalities. 
They  serve  to  prepare  aggression  against  our  Republic.  In 
particular  they  have  organized  a  comprehensive  traffic  in  human 
beings,  using  West  Berlin  as  a  transfer  centre.  RIAS,  an  American 
broadcasting  station,  is  located  in  West  Berlin  and  is  directed  and 
controlled  by  the  head  of  the  American  intelligence  service. 

3.  The  fact  that  all  the  hostile  activities  originating  from  West 
Berlin  including,  before  13  August  1961,  enticement,  the  traffic 
in  human  beings  and  the  swindle  exchange  rate,  have  robbed  the 
population  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  of  at  least  3,500 
million  marks  a  year. 

4.  The  fact  that  more  than  50  central  bodies,  branches  of  West 
German  ministries  and  other  authorities  of  the  West  German 
Federal  Republic,  employing  more  than  17,000  persons,  have  been 
opened  in  West  Berlin  —  which  never  belonged  to  the  West 
German  Federal  Republic. 

Contrary  to  the  law,  West  German  authorities  recruit  West 
Berlin  citizens  for  the  West  German  NATO  army.  More  than  20,000 
West  Berliners  were  already  serving  in  this  army  by  the  summer 
of  1960.  In  addition,  these  Bonn  authorities  organize  provocations 
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against  the  GDR  under  the  guidance  of  the  ministry  for  espionage 
camouflaged  as  a  so-called  Ministry  for  All-German  Affairs. 

5.  The  fact  that  West  Berlin’s  economy  has  been  extensively 
included  in  West  Germany’s  armament  production.  More  than 
25  large-scale  and  several  medium-sized  enterprises  in  West  Berlin 
produce  military  equipment  including  missile  weapon  carriers, 
engines  for  naval  vessels,  bomb  sights  —  for  the  West  German 
NATO  army. 

6.  The  fact  that  there  are  more  than  100  militarist  and  revanch¬ 
ist  organizations  in  West  Berlin  at  whose  mob  meetings  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Bonn  government  propagate  the  annexation  of  Polish, 
Czechoslovak  and  Soviet  territories. 

7.  The  fact  that  sixteen  years  after  the  end  of  the  Second  World 
War  contractual  agreements  have  still  not  yet  been  concluded 
between  the  GDR  and  those  states  interested  in  the  communica¬ 
tion  routes  which  cross  the  territory  of  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  by  land,  water  and  air. 

Acute  dangers  arise  for  peace  because  of  this  abnormal  situation 
in  West  Berlin.  Any  provocation  carried  out  at  any  time  from 
West  Berlin  could  result  in  military  engagements  which  contain 
the  danger  of  a  world  atomic  conflagration. 

The  interest  of  peace  therefore  necessitates  the  normalizing 
of  the  situation  in  West  Berlin  through  negotiations  between  the 
states  concerned  and  converting  the  front-line  city  of  West  Berlin 
into  a  demilitarized,  neutral  Free  City. 
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What  should  be  done  to  normalize  the  West  Berlin 
•  situation?  \ 


The  present  abnormal  situation  in  West  Berlin  would  be 
eliminated  by  establishing  a  demilitarized,  neutral  Free  City  of 
West  Berlin.  The  suggestion  that  West  Berlin  be  converted  into 
a  Free  City  is  a  great  concession,  since  West  Berlin  belongs  to 
the  territory  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic.  The  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  has  declared  itself 
willing  to  make  this  concession  in  the  interests  of  maintaining 
peace. 

The  proposal  to  convert  West  Berlin  into  a  demilitarized,  neutral 
Free  City  sets  out  from  the  realistic  situation  and  takes  the 
social  and  socio-economic  conditions  which  have  been  established 
in  West  Berlin  into  consideration.  They  are  basically  different 
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from  those  in  the  other  part  of  the  territory  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic. 

The  establishment  of  a  Free  City  of  West  Berlin  does  not  mean 
that  its  social  and  economic  system  is  to  be  changed.  No  state, 
including  both  German  states,  shall  interfere  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  Free  City  of  West  Berlin.  The  Free  City  of  West 
Berlin  will  be  an  independent  neutral  political  unit.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  Free  City  will  acquire  full  freedom  and  the  possibility  of 
deciding  their  own  affairs  through  the  elimination  of  the  outlived 
US,  British  and  French  occupation  regime  and  the  prevention  of 
the  enforcement  in  West  Berlin  of  legislation  adopted  by  the 
Bonn  militarists. 

The  Free  City  of  West  Berlin  and  its  population  will  have  the 
unrestricted  possibility  freely  to  develop  economic  and  commercial 
relations  with  all  states  with  which  they  want  such  relations.  The 
economic  relations  already  established  by  West  Berlin  with  other 
states  would  be  maintained.  In  addition,  West  Berlin  would  have 
further  possibilities  as  a  Free  City  to  expand  its  economic  and 
commercial  relations  with  the  German  Democratic  Republic  and 
the  other  countries  of  the  socialist  camp. 

The  interests  of  the  West  Berlin  population  would  be  well 
looked  after  if  the  Free  City  were  to  abstain  fully  from  participat¬ 
ing  in  agreements  or  alliances  of  a  military  or  military-political 
character,  and  if  citizens  of  the  Free  City  do  not  serve  in  the 
armed  forces  or  other  military  formations  of  the  two  German 
states,  and  if  atomic  and  missile  weapons  may  not  be  stationed  in 
the  Free  City.  The  Free  City  will,  of  course,  have  the  right  to 
maintain  a  police  force  necessary  to  maintain  public  order. 

As  a  demilitarized,  neutral  Free  City  possessing  a  guaranteed 
and  clear  status  in  international  law  West  Berlin  would  become 
a  centre  of  relaxation  instead  of  being  a  seat  of  tension  from 
which  acute  dangers  for  peace  arise.  That  would  contribute 
towards  improving  the  international  atmosphere. 


Why  can  the  status  of  a  demilitarized,  neutral  Free 
City  apply  only  to  WTest  Berlin  and  not  to  the  whole 
of  Berlin? 


The  suggestion  that  West  Berlin  be  converted  into  a  demilitarized, 
neutral  Free  City  is  a  big  compromise  from  the  side  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  in  the  interests  of  maintaining  peace.  The 
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proposal  takes  the  actual  facts  into  account.  It  takes  into  considera¬ 
tion  the  fact  that  in  West  Berlin  there  is  a  different  social  system 
to  that  in  the  German  Democratic  Republic.  That  means  that  the 
two  parts  of  Berlin  cannot  be  unified  mechanically.  Plans  to 
convert  the  whole  of  Berlin  into  a  Free  City  do  not  bear  at  all 
on  the  essence  of  the  matter.  Peace  is  not  threatened  by  the  whole 
of  Berlin,  but  by  West  Berlin,  The  abnormal  situation  does  not 
exist  throughout  Berlin,  but  only  in  West  Berlin. 

Democratic  Berlin,  where  the  basic  provisions  of  the  Potsdam 
Agreement  have  been  implemented  and  where  there  is  no  longer 
an  occupation  regime,  is  the  capital  of  the  German  Democratic 
Republic,  and  the  government  of  the  GDR  has  been  here  ever 
since  it  was  founded.  The  existence  of  the  capital  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  can  no  more  be  the  subject  of  negotiations 
than  the  capital  of  any  other  sovereign  state. 

There  is  no  occasion  to  change  the  status  of  Democratic  Berlin. 
Reference  to  the  alleged  existence  of  the  four-power  status  for 
the  whole  of  Berlin  simply  does  not  apply.  The  four-power 
administration  of  Berlin  in  the  first  years  after  1945  was  subordinate 
to  the  obligation  to  implement  the  decisions  of  the  Potsdam  Agree¬ 
ment  and  tied  to  the  existence  and  the  activities  of  the  Allied 
Control  Council.  By  the  splitting  off  of  the  western  zones,  by  the 
separation  of  West  Berlin,  by  establishing  a  three-power  occupa¬ 
tion  regime  —  which  still  exists  today  —  in  West  Berlin  in  May 
1949  and  by  founding  a  separate  West  German  state  the  western 
powers  abandoned  the  Potsdam  decisions,  and  promoted  and 
tolerated  a  development  in  West  Germany  and  West  Berlin  which 
is  in  direct  opposition  to  the  obligations  they  assumed  in  the 
Potsdam  Agreement.  By  doing  all  this  and  by  breaking  up  the 
Allied  Control  Council  in  1948  the  western  powers  themselves 
destroyed  the  foundations  of  the  former  four-power  status  of  Berlin. 


21. 


How  would  the  people  of  West  Berlin  benefit  from  the 
establishment  of  a  demilitarized  Free  City  of  West 
Berlin? 


Through  the  establishment  of  a  demilitarized  Free  City  West 
Berlin  would  cease  to  be  a  cold  war  base  and  front-line  city. 
The  West  Berlin  people  could  decide  their  own  affairs  without 
restrictions  by  the  western  powers’  occupation  regime  and  the 
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interference  of  West  German  militarists.  West  Berlin  would 
•become  a  peaceful  city  maintaining  regulated  connections  with 
east  and  west,  north  and  south,  on  the  basis  of  agreements  with 
the  German  Democratic  Republic. 

The  elimination  of  espionage  and  terrorist  organizations,  the 
stopping  of  revanchist  incitement  and  provocations  against  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  would  change  the  existing  atmos¬ 
phere  of  war  preparations  and  increasing  tensions  into  a  climate 
of  understanding  and  peace. 

West  Berliners  would  be  freed  from  the  disturbance  and 
insecurity  of  the  front-line  city  policies  and  from  the  constant 
danger  to  which  they  are  subjected  as  a  NATO  bridgehead. 

West  Berlin  could  develop  its  trade  in  all  directions  and  re¬ 
establish  normal  economic  relations  with  its  natural  hinterland. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  has  repeatedly  declared  itself 
willing  to  establish  normal  economic  relations.  As  soon  as  West 
Berlin  has  the  status  of  a  demilitarized,  neutral  Free  City  the 
possibility  of  normalizing  relations  between  the  GDR  and  West 
Berlin  and  improving  contacts  with  Democratic  Berlin  and  the 
whole  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  will  arise. 


Will  non-interference  in  the  domestic  affairs  of  a 
demilitarized,  neutral  Free  City  of  West  Berlin  be 
guaranteed? 


When  the  Soviet  government  suggested  converting  West  Berlin 
into  a  demilitarized,  neutral  Free  City  in  November  1958,  one  of 
its  most  important  recommendations  was  that  no  other  state, 
including  the  two  German  states,  should  interfere  with  the  life 
of  a  Free  City  of  West  Berlin.  The  Free  City  of  West  Berlin  could 
have  its  own  administration  and  regulate  its  economy  and  its 
administrative  and  other  affairs  itself.  Nothing  would  be  taken 
from  the  population  of  West  Berlin  which  is  necessary  for  it  to 
lead  a  peaceful,  regulated,  secure  and  undisturbed  life. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  approved  this  proposal  from 
the  very  beginning.  Walter  Ulbricht,  chairman  of  the  Council  of 
State  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic,  stressed  this  GDR 
standpoint  with  particular  urgency  in  his  statement  to  the  People’s 
Chamber  on  6  July  1961: 
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“I  emphatically  repeat  this  here  before  the  world  public  and 
I  assure  the  West  Berlin  citizens  in  the  name  of  the  Council  of 
State  and  government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic,  in 
the  name  of  the  People’s  Chamber,  in  the  name  of  the  Socialist 
Unity  Party  of  Germany  and  the  other  parties  of  the  Democratic 
Bloc  that  the  demilitarized  Free  City  of  West  Berlin  will  not  be 
prejudiced  in  any  respect  in  its  right  of  self-determination  of  its 
own  system  or  the  freedom  to  determine  its  own  affairs,  that 
nobody  intends  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  their  city  and  that  we 
are  prepared  to  guarantee  communications  of  the  Free  City  with 
the  west  and  east,  north  and  south.  We  demand  but  one  thing 
of  them:  West  Berlin  must  cease  being  a  cold  war  base.” 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  is  ready  to  guarantee  the 
inviolability  of  the  status  of  a  Free  City  of  West  Berlin  and  to 
incorporate  this  obligation  in  the  peace  treaty.  It  is,  moreover, 
prepared  to  enter  into  agreement  on  guarantees  in  which  the  other 
parties  to  a  future  settlement  also  undertake  not  to  interfere  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  this  demilitarized,  neutral  Free  City.  This  agree¬ 
ment  could  be  deposited  with  the  United  Nations. 


23. 


What  is  to  become  of  the  communication  routes  to 
West  Berlin? 


West  Beilin  lies  on  the  territory  of  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  some  120  miles  from  the  West  German  frontier.  Thus  all 
traffic  and  goods  transport  between  West  Berlin  and  elsewhere  is 
carried  out  by  land,  water  and  air  over  GDR  territory.  Irrespective 
of  the  travellers,  goods,  vehicles  or  aircraft,  from  the  Soviet  Union, 
Italy  or  West  Germany,  going  to  West  Berlin  they  must  all  use  the 
roads,  railways,  navigation  routes  or  air  space  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic. 

At  the  present  time  GDR  authorities  control  95  per  cent  of  all  the 
persons  and  goods  moving  to  and  from  West  Berlin.  This  does  not 
apply  to  the  troop  transport  and  goods  traffic  of  the  US,  British  and 
French  garrisons  stationed  in  West  Berlin.  On  the  grounds  of  ap¬ 
propriate  agreements  between  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
and  the  USSR  they  are  temporarily  being  controlled  by  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  group  of  Soviet  troops  in  Germany  —  until  an  approp¬ 
riate  agreement  has  been  concluded. 
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The  exercise  of  full  control  over  all  communication  routes  of  the 
German  Democratic  Republic,  in  accordance  with  universally 
recognized  rules  of  international  law,  is  linked  with  the  conclusion 
of  the  German  peace  treaty. 

That  does  not  mean  that  access  to  West  Berlin  will  be  restricted. 
The  German  Democratic  Republic  has  repeatedly  declared  that  it 
is  willing  to  conclude  agreements  on  the  maintenance  of  communi¬ 
cation  routes  from  West  Berlin  to  elsewhere  with  all  states  inter¬ 
ested  in  transit  traffic  with  West  Berlin. 

It  is  in  particular  prepared  to  guarantee  the  maintenance  ot  the 
communication  routes  of  a  demilitarized,  neutral  Free  City  of 
West  Berlin  in  appropriate  agreements  with  the  German  Democratic 
Republic. 


24. 


What  is  the  significance  of  the  measures  of  the 
government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  on 
13  August  1961  to  safeguard  the  German  Democratic 
Republic’s  state  frontier  with  West  Berlin? 


For  many  years  the  German  Democratic  Republic  has  repeatedly 
proposed  to  the  West  German  Federal  Republic  that  all  controvei sia4 
issues  be  solved  through  negotiations  and  that  the  atmosphere 
between  the  two  German  states  be  relaxed.  The  West  German 
government  rejected  all  these  proposals.  Instead,  the  West  German 
militarists  increased  their  efforts  to  disturb  the  peaceful  con¬ 
struction  of  the  GDR  through  sabotage  and  diversionist  acti ,  ities 
and  to  prepare  a  civil  war  in  Germany  —  a  war  which  could  unleash 
an  atomic  world  war. 

The  implementation  of  the  plans  of  the  Bonn  government  for  an 
open  attack,  for  a  civil  war  and  open  military  provocations  against 
the  German  Democratic  Republic  after  the  1961  autumn  elections  in 
West  Germany  was  prepared  in  West  Berlin  in  particular,  where 
disturbing  activities  were  carried  to  an  extreme  in  the  latter 
months.  Numerous  espionage  and  terrorist  organizations  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  open  border  in  Berlin  to  carry  out  their  criminal  acts 
against  the  GDR  and  the  other  socialist  states,  thus  endangering 
peace. 

If  the  outbreak  of  a  war  were  to  be  prevented  and  the  German 
as  well  as  the  other  peoples  saved  great  sacrifices,  the  GDR  would 
have  to  introduce  decisive  measures. 
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In  view  of  the  dangerous  development  brought  about  by  the 
West  German  militarists  and  in  agreement  with  the  other  states  of 
the  Warsaw  Treaty  the  government  of  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  decided  to  create  conditions  on  its  frontier  with  West 
Berlin  which  would  thwart  the  aggressive  intentions  of  the  West 
German  militarists. 

The  decisive  importance  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  on  13  August  1961  is  therefore  that  they 
constitute  a  significant  contribution  to  consolidating  peace  and  have 
defeated  a  long-prepared  aggressive  plan.  The  measures  of  the 
GDR  have  saved  peace  in  Europe  and  the  world.  It  was  threatened 
by  the  attacks  which  the  West  German  militarists  and  revanchist 
politicians  intended  to  launch  after  the  elections  in  September  1961. 
West  Berlin,  the  dangerous  centre  of  war  which  could  develop  into 
a  second  Sarajevo,  was  brought  under  control.  The  policy  of 
provocations  was  made  more  difficult  for  the  West  German  militar¬ 
ists.  Since  West  Berlin  lies  in  the  middle  of  the  territory  of  the 
GDR,  this  country  has  a  special  responsibility  of  seeing  that  this 
centre  of  provocations  is  removed.  It  has  done  full  justice  to  this 
responsibility  by  taking  energetic  steps  to  protect  its  borders  in 
Berlin. 

The  measures  of  13  August  1961  decisively  emphasize  the  fact  that 
the  aggressive  forces  in  West  Germany  cannot  do  as  they  like. 
The  German  Democratic  Republic  is  obliged  to  prevent  the  West 
German  militarists  from  unleashing  a  new  war.  The  final  bank¬ 
ruptcy  of  the  Adenauer  and  Strauss  policy  of  strength  has  become 
plain  for  all  to  see. 

The  atmosphere  has  been  cleansed.  That  contributed  towards 
helping  responsible  politicians  of  the  western  powers  to  realize  that 
a  realistic  consideration  of  the  German  problem  is  unavoidable. 
The  signal  for  liquidating  the  survivals  of  the  Second  World  War 
was  given  on  13  August  1961. 

A  dangerous  front  of  the  cold  war  had  been  set  up  through  the 
centre  of  Berlin  in  recent  years.  The  western  powers  bear  the 
responsibility  and  the  West  Berlin  and  Bonn  politicians  bear  the 
blame  for  £his.  The  German  Democratic  Republic  wants  to  replace 
this  cold  war  front  in  Berlin  with  a  peace  frontier.  The  GDR  ful¬ 
filled  the  prime  and  most  important  commandment  of  humanity  by 
isolating  the  seat  of  provocation  in  West  Berlin  on  13  August  1961: 
it  blocked  the  road  to  war. 
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25. 


What  is  the  content  of  the  German  Peace  Plan? 


The  German  Peace  Plan,  adopted  by  the  People’s  Chamber  of  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  on  6  July  1961,  has,  essentially,  the 
following  content: 

Formation  of  a  German  Peace  Commission 

The  governments  of  the  two  German  states  immediately  agree  on 
the  formation  of  a  German  Peace  Commission  made  up  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  parliament  and  government  of  the  German  Demo¬ 
cratic  Republic  and  of  the  German  Federal  Republic.  The  most 
urgent  task  of  the  German  Peace  Commission  is  to  negotiate  and 
agree  on  the  drafting,  of  German  proposals  for  the  peace  treaty,  and 
on  a  goodwill  agreement  aimed  at  the  immediate  improvement  of 
relations  between  the  two  German  states. 

Goodwill  Agreement 

The  goodwill  agreement  to  be  drafted  by  the  German  Peace 
Commission  and  recommended  for  signature  to  the  two  German 
governments  and  parliaments  could  contain  the  following  points: 

1.  The  two  German  states  agree  to  renounce  the  atomic  armament 
of  their  forces  and  to  stop  arming  immediately. 

2.  The  two  German  states  agree  on  the  numerical  strength,  arma¬ 
ment  and  the  stationing  of  their  armed  forces  until  the  conclusion 
of  a  disarmament  agreement. 

3.  The  two  German  states  permit  no  war  and  revanchist  propa¬ 
ganda  on  their  territories. 

4.  The  two  German  states  consider  the  decision  concerning  the 
social  order  to  be  an  act  of  self-determination  of  the  people  of  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  and  the  German  Federal  Republic. 
They  commit  themselves  not  to  interfere  in  questions  concerning 
the  social  order  of  the  other  German  state. 

5.  The  two  German  states  advocate  the  conclusion  of  a  non¬ 
aggression  pact  between  the  member-states  of  the  Warsaw  Treaty 
and  the  NATO  states,  and  the  establishment  of  an  atomic  weapon- 
free  zone  in  Central  Europe. 

6.  The  two  German  states  commit  themselves  to  adopt  measures 
to  expand  trade  between  themselves.  They  agree  to  expand  cultural 
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and  sports  relations  between  their  citizens  and  institutions  and  to 
take  steps  towards  facilitating  and  improving  tourist  traffic. 

The  valid  principle  in  the  Peace  Commission  is  that  neither  side 
shall  impose  its  will  upon  the  other,  but  that  understanding  is  to  be 
reached  step  by  step. 

This  principle  is  also  most  important  in  the  drafting  of  German 
proposals  for  a  peace  treaty  which  must  aim  at  facilitating  the 
immediate  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty  and  opening  the  road  to  the 
peaceful  solution  of  the  German  problem. 

German  Proposals  for  a  Peace  Treaty 

The  most  important  task  of  the  German  peace  treaty  is  to  make 
a  decisive  contribution  to  the  safeguarding  of  a  lasting  peace  on  the 
basis  of  the  United  Nations  Charter.  The  peace  treaty  must  prevent 
any  war  from  ever  again  starting  in  Germany.  It  must  for  ever 
assure  to  the  German  people  peace  and  complete  equality  in  the 
family  of  nations.  German  proposals  for  a  peace  treaty  should  there¬ 
fore  include  the  following  points: 

1.  The  two  German  states  commit  themselves  to  renounce  any 
threat  of  violence  or  use  of  violence  hi  international  relations,  to 
settle  international  differences  solely  by  peaceful  means  and  to 
cooperate  actively  in  establishing  peaceful  coexistence  among  peo¬ 
ples  and  states. 

2.  The  two  German  states  advocate  the  establishment  of  a 
militarily  neutral  Germany.  The  chief  powers  of  the  anti-Hitler 
coalition  guarantee  the  inviolability  of  this  neutrality.  The  numer¬ 
ical  strength,  armament  and  stationing  of  the  necessary  defence 
forces  of  the  two  German  states  will  be  fixed.  They  renounce  the 
equipment  of  their  forces  with  atomic  weapons  and  they  support 
general  and  complete  disarmament. 

3.  The  two  German  states  and  the  other  signatories  of  the  peace 
treaty  confirm  the  existing  German  frontiers.  The  inviolability  of 
the  territory  of  the  two  German  states  will  be  guaranteed. 

4.  All  war  and  revanchist  propaganda  is  prohibited.  All  fascist, 
militarist  and  revenge-seeking  organizations  and  formations  are 
forbidden.  Persons  who  have  committed  crimes  against  peace, 
crimes  against  humanity  and  war  crimes  may  not  hold  leading 
public  positions.  * 
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5.  The  signatories  of  the  peace  treaty  acknowledge  the  complete 
sovereignty  and  self-determination  of  the  German  people  including 
the  right  to  choose  the  road  towards  the  reunification  of  Germany 
as  a  peace-loving  state  according  to  their  own  judgment  and  without 
outside  interference. 

6.  The  signatories  of  the  peace  treaty  support  the  German  people’s 
demand  to  cooperate  in  the  United  Nations  and  other  organizations 
on  the  basis  of  equality.  Until  the  reunification  of  Germany  they 
support  the  admission  of  the  two  German  states  to  the  United 
Nations. 

7.  The  two  German  states  will  be  guaranteed  complete  freedom  to 
develop  a  peaceful  economy,  to  ocean  navigation  and  access  to 
world  markets. 

Settlement  of  the  West  Berlin  Question 

The  West  Berlin  question  will  also  be  settled  on  the  basis  of  the 
peace  treaty.  The  peace  treaty  provides  that  West  Berlin  be  given 
the  status  of  a  neutral  Free  City  until  the  reunification  of  Germany. 

No  espionage,  subversive  and  undermining  activity  or  hostile 
propaganda  against  other  states  may  originate  from  the  demilitar¬ 
ized,  Free  City  of  West  Berlin.  Every  form  of  war  propaganda  and 
the  activity  of  militarist  and  fascist  organizations  are  prohibited. 

West  Berlin  citizens  are  guaranteed  the  inviolability  of  the  status 
of  the  neutral  Free  City  and  the  right  of  decision  in  their  internal 
and  foreign  affairs.  Communications  of  the  neutral  Free  City  will 
be  guaranteed  on  the  basis  of  appropriate  agreements  with  the 
German  Democratic  Republic. 

German  Confederation 

The  peace  treaty  assures  peace  and  opens  the  road  to  German 
reunification  which,  in  view  of  the  existence  of  two  German  states 
with  different  social  systems,  can  only  take  place  by  way  of  a 
confederation.  Its  aim  is  the  cooperation  of  the  two  German  states 
on  the  basis  of  peaceful  coexistence  in  order  to  prevent  further 
estrangement  and  to  create  the  prerequisites  for  the  German 
nation’s  reunification  as  a  peace-loving,  democratic  and  neutral 
state. 
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The  organs  of  the  German  confederation  discuss  and  adopt 
recommendations  to  the  two  German  governments. 

To  guarantee  the  security  of  Europe,  for  the  rapprochement  of  the 
two  German  states  and  their  peaceful  reunification  they  recom¬ 
mend,  among  other  things,  measures  to  be  taken  concerning  the 
following  questions: 

1.  The  implementation  of  the  peace  treaty  provisions  throughout 
Germany. 

2.  The  step-by-step  reduction  of  commitments  resulting  from  the 
two  German  states’  membership  in  military  blocs,  withdrawal  from 
these  military  alliances,  withdrawal  of  foreign  troops  and  the 
dissolution  of  their  bases. 

3.  The  agreement  on  the  military  neutrality  of  the  two  German 
states  as  a  basis  for  the  future  militarily  neutral  united  Germany. 

4.  The  completion  of  the  general  and  total  disarmament  of  the 
two  German  states  as  a  German  contribution  to  world  disarma¬ 
ment. 

5.  The  carrying  out  of  the  foreign  relations  of  the  two  German 
states  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  the  United  Nations 
Charter.  Membership  of  the  two  German  states  or  their  confed¬ 
eration  in  international  organizations  and  adherence  to  conventions, 
agreement  on  all  questions  arising  from  the  two  German  slates’ 
membership  in  international  economic  organizations. 

6.  The  guarantee  of  assistance  to  economically  underdeveloped 
countries  and  the  renunciation  of  all  forms  of  colonialism. 

7.  The  expansion  of  relations  between  the  two  German  states  in 
the  field  of  economy  and  trade,  culture,  science  and  technology,  and 
sport;  the  creation  of  conditions  allowing  unrestricted  travel. 

8.  The  drafting  of  a  democratic  constitution  for  the  united 
German  state  in  which  serving  peace  is  the  first  duty  of  every 
citizen.  The  preparation  and  carrying  out  of  general,  free  and  secret 
democratic  elections  for  the  all-German  parliament  throughout  the 
whole  of  Germany. 

\ 

9.  The  establishment  of  the  all-German  government  of  a  peace- 
loving,  neutral  and  democratic  German  state  with  Berlin  as  its 
capital. 

The  peace  plan  of  the  German  people  points  out  the  road  to  a 
peaceful  and  happy  future  for  Germany. 
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It  is  fortunate  for  the  German  nation  and  for  other  peoples  that 
the  German  Democratic  Republic,  the  first  German  peace  state, 
exists,  and  that  it  has  proclaimed  such  a  peace  program  for  whose 
fulfilment  it  works  with  all  its  force. 
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